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Mithridates, swelled by the ransom of an hundred Greek and Asiatic cities,
furnished him with ample means for securing their fidelity. The vast fleets
of Asia, delivered into his hands, might be used to abridge the long march
through Thrace and Macedonia. The news of the surrender and death of
Fimbria was accompanied by the announcement of Sulla's speedy return;
and the moderation he had professed while his successes were still incom-
plete was already exchanged for bitter complaints of the injuries he had
received, the confiscation of his estates, the banishment of his family, the
proscription of his own person, and persecution of his party. But his
foes and those of the republic, whom he classed together, were now, he
declared, about to suffer due chastisement; in proclaiming an amnesty for
honest men of all parties, he announced that he would respect the privileges
of the Italians, and leave them no excuse for devoting themselves to his
adversaries.

THE BETTTBN OF STILL A ,* AND THE SECOND CIVIL WAB
The senate, no less than the populace, was terrified by this manifesto.
So many of the Marian party had become incorporated among the thinned
ranks of the ancient aristocracy, that the counter-revolution now impending
seemed not only to menace the safety of the particular faction which had
aspired to rule the state, but to threaten the great mass of the nobility with
indiscriminate massacre. Both in Rome and throughout the states of the
peninsula, the vicissitudes of war and conflicts of special interests had gone
far to efface the old distinctions of parties, and both Cinna and Sulla relied
rather upon personal than political attachments. The senate, as an order in
the state, could only pretend to mediate between rival chieftains.
It now ventured to send a deputation to mollify the ferocity of the con-
queror ; on the other hand, it forbade the consuls to make preparations for
their own defence. Cinna and Carbo, who had now succeeded to Flaccus,
disregarded this feeble interference. They made new levies throughout
Italy, and solicited the Samnites and Lucanians to wreak their vengeance
upon Rome by arming once more against her victorious champion. The
Italians promised their succours ; but the troops they levied for the purpose
could not be induced to embark, and the expedition which Cinna rashly
undertook to lead against Sulla in the East was reluctantly abandoned.
Cinna himself was soon afterwards massacred in his camp by his own muti-
nous soldiers. Carbo took advantage of the disturbed state of affairs to with-
hold the election of another colleague, and remained through the rest of the
year 84 in sole occupation of the consulship. He strengthened himself by
a further extension of the franchise, and enrolled large numbers of emanci-
pated slaves in the thirty-five tribes of the city. His brief usurpation was
a career of unbridled violence. He hurled his enemies from the Tarpeian
Rock and expelled the tribunes from the city. He caused the terrified senate
to decree that all the legions then in arms should be disbanded, hoping to
fix upon Sulla a charge of disloyalty in refusing, as he of course expected,
obedience to the command. Sulla had, by this time, assembled his troops at
Dyrrhachium, and this decree was the signal for his crossing the sea with five
legions of veterans. The invader was aware that he should have armies far
more numerous than his own to encounter, but these he knew were for the
most part new levies; while the old solcliers they had among them were
dispersed in petty detachments and under unknown leaders: nor did he